
Mrs. Joanna Ray
September 17, 1932 - July 30, 2018

Funeral services for Joanna Ray, 85, of Gilmer will be held 10a.m. Thursday,
August 2, 2018 at Enon Baptist Church with Bro. Ray Thompson officiating.
Interment will follow at Enon Cemetery. The family will receive friends from 6-
8p.m. Wednesday, August 1, 2018 at McWhorter Funeral Home. 

 Joanna Fountain Ray was born September 17,1932, first girl and fourth child
of Jessie Leon and Lillie Sanders Fountain. Born in Gilmer, Texas she
attended schools in Union Ridge, and graduated in 1950 from Grand Saline
High School. 
She was very athletic and loved sports of all kinds. She was an accomplished
softball pitcher and played volleyball even as an adult. Joanna was a high
school majorette and FFA Sweetheart. 
Joanna was a member of Enon Baptist Church, Gilmer, Texas, for the past 51
years. She was active in WMA, lead bible study groups, teacher, hospitality
and was known for her cooking. She grew up singing with her father as a
young girl, then with her son, Scott, in recent years. She was known all over
for her beautiful alto voice. 
On June 10, 1950 she married Glynn Dell “Buck” Ray in Gilmer, Texas and
recently celebrated their 68th wedding anniversary. They lived in the Enon
Community 51 of these years after moving from the FT. Worth area. Their
lasting tribute of love and marriage as God set forth, is an example not only
for their family, but all who knew them. They had cattle, gardens, a beautiful
home and worked beside each other daily. Joanna worked for 15 years at



Gilmer ISD as lunchroom supervisor. She was instrumental in the design and
building of two cafeterias in the Gilmer School System. She retired in 1981 to
become full time wife, mother, and especially grandmother. 
She made beautiful homemade quilts and each grandchild was given one
designed and sewn for them with love. Games were a big part of Joanna’s
pleasurable times whether it Canasta at the Enon Community center or with
family. Her brothers and sisters looked forward to their family competition of
cards or just “silly” games. She was a talented seamstress also sewing lots of
these and Debbie’s clothes, with even “Mother and Daughter” Easter dresses. 
Joanna is survived by her husband “Buck” Glynn Dell Ray, daughter and
husband, Debbie and James Murphy, son and wife, Scott and Lisa Ray. Five
grandchildren, Chad and Danny Murphy, Tara McNeel, Ginger Helpenstill,
Stephanie McNeel. Eighteen Great-Grandchildren, Kaitlyn, Kamryn, Drew,
Cameron, Hunter, Carson, Ryann, Sean, Gabbie, Brett, Rylee, Rustin, Evie,
Lillie, Kinley, Kambry, Charlie and Maddie. Brother, Jimmie Fountain, and
sisters, Billie Faye Jackson and Betty Bumgardner. 

 Greeting her in heaven are her parents, Leon and Lillie Fountain. Brothers,
Cecil and L.J. Fountain and sister, Marzee Springer. 
She will be missed, but her legacy will live on.



Cemetery Details

Enon Cemetery

3063 FM 556
Gilmer, TX 75644

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 1. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

McWhorter Funeral Home
1074 St. Hwy 300
Gilmer, TX 75645
(903) 734-7070
info@mcwhorterfh.com
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com

Service

AUG 2. 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM (CT)

Enon Baptist Church
3063 FM 556
Gilmer, TX 75644

mailto:info@mcwhorterfh.com
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/
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McWhorter Funeral Home - August 02, 2018 at 08:44 AM

McWhorter Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Mrs. Joanna Ray

August 02, 2018 at 09:35 AM

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White
was purchased for the family of Mrs. Joanna Ray.

Gene and Hope Fountain - August 01, 2018 at 12:35 PM

Gene and Hope Fountain purchased the Healing
Tears - Lavender and White for the family of Mrs.
Joanna Ray.

https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4274&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4274&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4283&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4283&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4283&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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McWhorter Funeral Home - August 01, 2018 at 11:16 AM

54 files added to the album LifeTributes

August 01, 2018 at 09:47 AM

Pink & White Sympathy Standing Spray was
purchased for the family of Mrs. Joanna Ray.

The Richardson's, Larry & Lesli and family - August 01, 2018
at 09:34 AM

The Richardson's, Larry & Lesli and family
purchased the Lavender & White Standing Spray
for the family of Mrs. Joanna Ray.

https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=605&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=605&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=658&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=658&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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LARRY G RICHARDSON - August 01, 2018 at 08:18 AM

The Ray family embraced us when we moved to the Enon
community in 2005 and Ms. Jo reminded me so much of my own
Mom, we became very close. Her sweet spirit, loving nature and
kind heart was and is a blessing that I am forever grateful for. My
deepest condolences to the Ray family.

August 01, 2018 at 07:47 AM

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the
family of Mrs. Joanna Ray.

Jimmie, Jeff and Jay - July 31, 2018 at 10:08 PM

Jimmie, Jeff and Jay purchased the White Standi
ng Spray for the family of Mrs. Joanna Ray.

July 31, 2018 at 08:24 PM

European Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased
for the family of Mrs. Joanna Ray.

https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=784&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=783&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=783&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser






LT

July 31, 2018 at 05:14 PM

White Standing Spray was purchased for the
family of Mrs. Joanna Ray.

July 31, 2018 at 05:02 PM

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray was
purchased for the family of Mrs. Joanna Ray.

Lana Turner - July 31, 2018 at 04:11 PM

Debbie, Scott and family, 
 I am so sorry for your loss. Always keep precious memories in your

heart and feel comforted in knowing you will see your beautiful
mother again. 

 Lana and Charles Turner

https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3032&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=637&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

