Shirley Anne Sherrell Kates

February 27, 1935 - April 14, 2026

Shirley Anne Sherrell Kates, beloved sister, wife, mother, and grandmother,
left this world on April 14th. She was 91 years old. Shirley was born on
February 27, 1935, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, to Lawrence Clifford Sherrell, a
horseman, and Mary Grace Fields, an artist and seamstress. She had two
dear sisters, Sudie and Peggy. They grew up on a farm in Broken Arrow.
Shirley loved her pony, Blackie. They did tricks together and she even let him
come into the house sometimes. In high school, Shirley met the love of her
life, Jerry Kates. They played in the high school band together, and after high
school, they played together in the University of Oklahoma band. Shirley and
Jerry were joyfully married on January 20th 1957, in Broken Arrow. Their love,
a dream kind of love, inspired everyone that knew them.

Shirley and Jerry built a life together in Gladewater, Texas, with their children,
Harry, Jack, Matt, and Sissy after the family bought the local newspaper. They
were active members in the First Methodist church and special community
events like Gusher Days’ Settin on the Woodbine.

Shirley cherished her family and friends. She loved camping trips to Colorado,
sipping coffee in the mountains early in the morning, evening barge rides on
the lake, playing piano, singing, taking care of her plants and her dogs, and
watching her grandkids and great-grandkids grow.



She is survived by her three children, Harry Kates, Matt, and Teresa Kates,
Sissy Kates, all of Gladewater. Her grandchildren Tony Turner, Chris Webb
(Elissa), Jacque Webb Smith, Bruce Kates (Amy), Joel Duraso (Rachel), Josie
Duraso, and Jacob Duraso. Her great-grandchildren, Eli Kates (Kaila), Ella
Kates, Jersey Turner, Caleb Turner, Tyler Smith, Mark Smith, Matthew Smith,
Ellie Webb, Maggie Webb, Lilly Webb, Jameson Wyatt Duraso, Aryana
Duraso, Heavenly Duraso, and Cypress Kates. And her two sisters, Sudie
Cypert and Peggy Van Dyke.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Jerry, her son, Jack, her infant
child, her granddaughter, Rebecca, and her parents.

Her children, grandchildren, and all who knew her will remember her as the
world’s most warm and loving woman. Her precious memory and light will be a
blessing on our hearts forever.

Memorial services for Shirley Kates will be held at 11:00 am, Monday, April 20,
2026, at First Methodist Church, Gladewater, with Pastor Wade Harman
officiating. Arrangements are under the direction of McWhorter Funeral Home.

Please visit Shirley’s online registration book at www.mcwhorterfh.com to
leave a memory for the family.



Previous Events

Service

APR 20. 11:00 AM (CT)

First Methodist Church Gladewater
217 W Quitman Ave

Gladewater, TX 75647-2313

(903) 845-2565



Tribute Wall

1 file added to the album Shirley Kates Memorial Service

McWhorter Funeral Home - April 20 at 04:59 PM

160 files added to the album LifeTributes

McWhorter Funeral Home - April 18 at 04:21 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Shirley Anne Sherrell Kates.

April 18 at 10:48 AM


https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Shirley Anne Sherrell Kates.

April 16 at 02:12 PM

N.Denton planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Shirley Anne
Sherrell Kates.

N.Denton - April 15 at 09:13 PM

N.Denton purchased the Country Basket Blooms
for the family of Shirley Anne Sherrell Kates.

N.Denton - April 15 at 09:13 PM

I met Shirley in 2013 when she and Jerry opened up their home to
host a fourth of July party. It was an amazing afternoon and an
exciting evening. The boys were setting off fireworks and one tipped
over and shot into a pile of dry trees. We all jump and was trying to
wrangle kids and put the fire our when all of a sudden the fire kept
moored up from lake side. It was quick and controlled quickly but it
made for a very memorable 4th of July. We will miss your sweet
smile . Rest in Peace.

Marlene Turner - April 15 at 07:41 PM


https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mcwhorterfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

